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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure set forth in 



37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified application is requested to 
consider and make of record the references listed on the PTO 1449 (RP) and form 1449B/PTO 
submitted herewith. 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the Examiner's 
consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended to constitute an 
admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
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"built in" soft tissue filter screen. This prior soft tissue filter screen is identified by its U L" 
shaped configuration, immovably mounted in and peripherally confined by the collimator of a 
Wehmer-manufactured celphalometric radiology device as shown in the attached Figure 1. 
Approximately in 1984, the applicant first used this soft tissue filter screen in a cephalometric 
radiology device of applicant's dentistry practice. 



Cite No. 1 and attached Figure 1 illustrate the applicant's prior invention of a 
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Cite No. 2 and attached Figure 2 illustrate a Wehmer soft tissue filter shield. This 
shield is wedge-shaped and has anatomical contours similar to a human face. The shield hangs 
on the top edge of the X-ray film cassette and has a vertical adjustment knob as shown in 
Figure 2. This shield has been publicly available since 1976. 

Cite No. 3 and Figure 3 illustrate a TP Laboratories soft tissue face shield. This 
face shield is slightly contoured similar to the profile of a human face and neck. As shown in 
Figure 3, the person undergoing exposure holds the face shield against his or her face. This 
shield was on sale as of 1979. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of the above-referenced application or before mailing of the first Official Action. No 
first Official Action has yet been received and it is presumed that none has yet been mailed. No 
fee or statement is required. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

Respectfully submitted, 

fjUoM 

ChristWpher R. Lewis, Reg. No. 36,201 
Christian M. Bauer, Reg. No. 51,443 
Attorneys for Applicant 

CMB/mc/ks 

Enclosures: PTO Form 1449 
(3) Reference 
Transmittal Form 

Dated: July 9, 2004 

13 P.O. Box 980 

Valley Forge, PA 19482 
(610) 407-0700 
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P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on: July 9, 2004 
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Soft tissue filter screen for the Wehmer collimator first used circa 1984, illustrated in Figure 1 
attached. 



Soft tissue filter x-ray cassette adaptor publicly available since 1976, illustrated in Figure 2 attached. 



TP Laboratories soft tissue face shield on sale as of 1979, illustrated in Figure 3 attached. 
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